United Arts Council of Catawba County
PROJECTS POOL GRANTS

The United Arts Council of Catawba County awards Projects Pool grants to nonprofit organizations.

These grants are made available by the North Carolina General Assembly through the North Carolina Arts Council’s Grassroots Arts Program.  Allocations are based on population figures.  In Catawba County, the United Arts Council is the Designated County Partner, as nominated by the Catawba County Commissioners and approved by the North Carolina Arts Council.  Additional dollars from local government are budgeted to the United Arts Council from the County and the county’s municipalities.  The goals of the program are to enhance and strengthen the cultural community and broaden the services offered to Catawba County citizens.

Applications are due on Friday, March 16, 2012 at 5 pm.  Applicants should be prepared to appear before the Projects Pool Grant Panel on Tuesday, April 11, 2012.
1. Guidelines:

· Organizations must have a 501 (c) 3 Federal tax exempt status.  The applicant need not have a mission that is primarily cultural or artistic. If a not for profit organization does not yet have a 501 (c) 3 status, and wishes to apply to Projects Pool, it must secure as fiscal agent another organization with this status.
· Projects must take place between, July 1 and May 31 of the granting year.

· Organizations outside of Catawba County may apply if the proposed project takes place in Catawba County.

· Organizations must have been active one year prior to making an application and be governed by a representative board which is not self-perpetuating.

· Colleges, universities, community colleges and technical institutes may apply if the project will be community based, will generate area-wide cultural involvement, and will not be an internal program.

· Schools may apply for funds for innovative arts education projects.

· Individual artists are not eligible to apply to Projects Pool.  Grantees may contact individual artists whose services fall within the scope of the project.

· Grassroots funds must be matched dollar for dollar with cash raised locally and spent on the same project during the same fiscal year for which funding is requested.

· Matching funds need not be in hand at the time of application, but can be anticipated

· In-kind contributions cannot replace cash for matching purposes, but can be documented as supplemental evidence of support.

· An organization may submit only two applications per granting period.

· No Projects Pool funds may be used to match another grant from the North Carolina Arts Council.  In addition, the same matching funds may not be used for more than one Projects Pool or UAC grant.

· Funds may not be used for deficit funding.

· Funds may not be used for permanent personnel, capital expenditures such as permanent equipment and construction or the renovation of facilities, logo development and design, cash awards, food and beverages for entertaining, tuition for academic studies, or fund raising events for non arts organizations.

· All funds must be administered in compliance with the Fair Labor Act and Title 6 of the Civil Rights Act; Section 504 Rehabilitation Act; and Title 9 of the Education Amendment, if applicable.

2. Criteria:

The Project:

· must be open to a broad segment of the community and directly benefit Catawba County.

· must not be duplicated through other agencies.

· should invite participation from the general public in addition to the organization’s own membership.

· must be new and innovative although existing projects or season/subscription regular offerings in need of assistance and meeting the guidelines are eligible. Grants are intended primarily as seed money for new programs and awards made for ongoing projects are likely to decline over a period of years.

· must be clearly an expansion or innovation if funding is sought for an existing program.

3. Program Merit:

The Projects Pool Committee will give strong consideration to projects and organizations demonstrating:

· Strong Community Support.

· Involvement of Professional Artists.

· Cooperation among existing arts and community organizations.

· Responsiveness to community needs.

· Efforts to reach traditionally underserved audiences.

· Involvement of racial minorities, older adults, and people with disabilities.

· Promotion of artistic excellence.

· Cultivation of non-traditional art forms.

· Stability, growth, fiscal accountability and strong management.

· High level of visibility.

· Innovation.

· Creating opportunities for artists.

· Increasing visibility for arts, science, and history groups.

· Developing new audiences and support for the arts, science and history.

· Development of new outreach programs.

· Development of programs that reach pre-school children.

· Development of innovative arts education projects.

4. Formal Application:

· One (1) granting period will take place each fiscal year (July 1 through June 30).  Deadlines for applications will be announced.

· Applicants may apply for a maximum of $10,000.

1. A description of the proposed project.

2. The source and amount of matching funds.

3. Indication if the proposed project will be continued beyond funding cycle.

4. The source and/or need of future funding of the project.

· Applicants must submit one original application form and duplicates, including attachments, in the number specified on the application form. Application forms are also available by email.
· The Projects Pool review process includes a committee review of all applications and a committee interview with each applicant’s organization whose proposal meets Project Pool guidelines.  Applicants must send at least representative to their interview

· The Project Pool Committee reserves the right to designate funding for specific elements of a project.

· If the Projects Pool Committee or the applicant decides to modify the proposed project in any way, a revised budget and revised program description must be submitted prior to disbursement of funds.

· Each grant recipient will be required to sign a contract with the United Arts Council of Catawba County.
· In order to ensure maximum project visibility, recipients are urged to make every reasonable effort to publicize their projects.

· A final report, including a summary page for the Projects Pool Committee, is mandatory.  If an organization does not file such a report, future grant application from that organization will be in serious jeopardy.

Grant recipients will include in all publicity, promotions and printed programs, the appropriate credit line as stated in the Projects Pool contract.

Contact:


   Dona Chevrette, Business Manager
United Arts Council of Catawba County
243 3rd Ave NE Box 5
Hickory, NC  28601
828-324-4906
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